NPMGH Year in Review

You may be thinking that it’s been awhile since
you’ve seen one of these newsletters, and you would
be right. One reason for that is the fact that our
chapter has been very busy, which is obviously a good
thing. Another reason for that is very simple: We need
more people to get involved in various ways to help
out! So, this issue will look both at our past year and
our accomplishments, as well as our upcoming events
with news on how YOU can get involved. As you read
through this issue, you will get a glimpse of what we’ ve
been up to, and what we’ve got planned, and along the
way you will discover where your talents can be used to
help the chapter continue to grow and develop. So, as
we journey through this past year, take some time to
reflect on how you might be able to get involved this
year.

PAUL TATE IN CONCERT: As we begin our
journey down memory lane, we start with this year’s
2006-2007 kickoff event which took place in August,
when approximately 230 people gathered together at
Christ the Good Shepherd Church (CGS)for an evening
of fellowship, prayer and music. The night began in the
parish hall with a potluck buffet style dinner.
Afterwards, people gathered in the church as Paul Tate
and Kathleen Demny led the assembly in Evening
Prayer. After that, musicians from various parishes in
the archdiocese joined Paul and served as the band and
backup singers for the concert.

A pastoral musician and composer from the
Atlanta area, Paul led the assembly from the piano in
quite an array of contemporary music suitable for
liturgy. Paul’s own music, published by World Library
Publications and GIA Publications was featured, as well
as his fresh arrangements of contemporary pieces such
as How Firm a Foundation and | Can Only Imagine . The
assembly’s participation in the singing of refrains,
which were displayed via CGS’s projection system, was
fantastic.

Among those in attendance were a number of
teenagers who sang with enthusiasm. Mr. Tate
specifically requested that several teens be involved as
musicians, and so the chapter delivered. Mr. Tate also
chose to feature original music by Ken Morrison ,
Director of Music at CGS, published by OCP and
Kathleen Demny, NPMGH Chapter Director, published
by WLP. Mr. Tate’s music was available for purchase
following the concert and he made himself available to
the audience for conversation and pictures. The
evening was a great success, and served as a fundraiser
for the chapter.
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Parish musicians from around the archdiocese joined together to sing
and play with Paul Tate. Music projected on the wall allowed the
assembly full participation in the concert.

|
|

Lizzy Demny, age 15 and a
student at St. Pius X High School while Ken Morrison joins in duet

Paul Tate sings from the piano

leads the assembly in the
opening song, Gathered as One.

with him on Jesus You Hear Me.
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PASTORAL LITURGY INSTITUTE: In June, NPMGH
served as the host chapter for the 5 day NPM Pastoral
Liturgy Institute, held here in Houston at the Holy Name
Retreat Center. About 45 people gathered from as far away
as Alaska, Florida, New England, and California for the
institute. We rolled out the red carpet and provided our
best southern hospitality. The Institute was lead by Paul
Covino, Chaplain at Holy Cross College in Worcester,
Massachusetts, along with David Anderson, GIA
representative and Director of Music at Ascension Parish in
Oak Park, Illinois, and Vicky Tufano, Pastoral Associate and
liturgist also at Ascension Parish. The week was devoted to
learning about the rites of the church and provided insight
into liturgical music appropriate for the rites. Various types
of Prayer services were held daily, including Table Prayer,
Taize Prayer, Morning and Evening Prayer and a Service of
Remembrance. The approach of the faculty for the
institute was well balanced with history, liturgical nuance,
and musical suggestions. The team worked together very
well and provided a wonderful balance of teaching styles
and personality.

The NPMGH chapter organized and provided airport
shuttle transportation for many, refreshments throughout
the week, and ran the bookstore for the institute. The
experience was a bonding one of NPMGH members, as well
as new found friends from across the country. Our Chapter
received high regards for our efforts and hospitality from
NPM as well as the participants.

The Pastoral Liturgy Institute was an intense
week of learning and prayer, but it was balanced with
quality social time during the evening koinonia as wel l as
a free night. The NPM Pastoral Liturgy Institutes are held
each summer in various cities throughout the USA and
usually run from a Monday through Friday. Locations for
next year’s PLI posted on the NPM website.

Vicky Tufano and David Anderson enjoy Paul Covino’s presentation
while they have a chance to relax after their own.

Check us out on the web! www.npmgh.org
Learn how to join our Email listserve to
stay in touch with chapter events, and
other goings on in the archdiocese.
Network with others through cyberspace!

Chapter Notes

PLI participants wash each other’s feet during the sung Table
Prayer Service.

The sun shines through the stained glass windows in just the
right way during the Service of Remembrance, led by Paul
Covino in the chapel. Participants lit candles for those they
wished to remember and their names were said during the
service.

Singing the Mass, notat the Mass

This January 8 event held at Assumption Catholic
Church focused on the work of the Music
Subcommittee of the Archdiocesan Liturgical
Commission in its project to promulgate truly singing
the liturgy. Bridget Wenk and Matt Proulx presented
the ongoing two-phase project in detail and discussed
how parish musicians fit in. The project is: 1)
Dialogue with the priests of the archdiocese to find
out their vision of sacred music for their parishes and
to find out their needs and concerns; 2) Work with
the priests to help them learn to sing (chant) the
liturgy in whatever way is appropriate for them, their
voice and their worshipping assemblies. They (and
we) need the support of the musicians in their
parishes! Your priest might need your help in working
with his voice, suggestions where and how he might
sing certain parts of the mass, support and
encouragement, etc. For more information please
contact Bridget Wenk at wenkb@stthom.edu .




